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St. Mark’s Annual 
Parish Meeting will be 

held on Sunday, 
December 21, 2008, 

following A Service of 
Lessons and Carols at 

9 AM. 
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 May you have the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace, 
 The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope, 
 The Heart of Christmas, which is Love, 
 The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ. 

—Ada Hendricks  
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December 7 (Advent II) – Bishop Howe’s Visitation at the 10 AM service 
December 10 – Academy Church Appreciation Luncheon in Thursby Hall at noon 
December 19 – Academy Advent in Song 
December 20 – Christmas Craft Party 
December 21 (Advent IV) – A Service of Lessons and Carols at 9 AM, followed by 
St. Mark’s Annual Meeting 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services: Rite II at 7 PM and Rite I at 11 PM 
Christmas Day – The Christ Mass at 10 AM 
December 28 – Services at 8 and 10 AM resume 
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"The world now has the means to end 
extreme poverty, we pray we will 
have the will." 

Countingprayers.org�

���������	
������
	���	�������
���	
���
����������� ��������	����
�	
��
���
����	���
�����
�
���
�����	
���
���
	������
���
�
��	���
�������
��� ���

������
�
��	���
���������
��
�
���	������
������
����������

��������	�������  �! ����
�����"���  



 ()�����(�#�*�+� ��������	
�����
��
���	������������	�����������
� �������������
���
������	��������	����������� !�!"�# $�����%���� !��"�$&$�
� '����	�
���(�)� �������������*��
��)�
�������*�*�����	���
���������
��*�� ��
����+�	*���
�
���

�������	���
�������
���,��	���
��
���	�������������-�	� �����
������).�
���
�

���
���
��	���*��
��  

(���,
�-������
�����������.��
���

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

&���������
���/
���������

���
�����'�

 
 
 
 
 

Here we are anxiously awaiting our yearly celebration of the birth of Jesus. Children 
look forward with happy anticipation to Christmas Morning and the opening of 
presents, the gathering of loved ones, while adults greet guests and family members, 
preparing for THE DINNER. 

This is the Norman Rockwell picture of Christmas Day. Unfortunately, this picture is 
NOT universally true, even here in our country. We have many children whose 
morning will not be one of gaily-colored wrapping paper, toys and candy, In fact, 
there are too many of our fellow citizens, both young and old, who face a dreary day. 

As a child of the Depression years, I can remember several Christmas Mornings 
devoid of a tree, toys and ornaments, although Mother always somehow could put 
together a better than usual dinner. What drew us together was our love for each 
other, the warmth experienced at the 
Christmas Services and Mother’s 
sharing some of that dinner with those 
whom today some call “Street People”. 

In writing this month’s “View”, I was 
reminded of my time in Northern 
Ontario where I worked off and on for 
five years. The picture is that of 
St. Mark’s Anglican Church of 
Canada, located in Iroquois Falls. This 
small city on the most northern east 
west highway in Ontario. Temperature 
-40° F is not unusual. 

A Blessed Christmas to you and yours. 
PAX 
Fr. Jerry+ 
 
 
 
Consider this: God loved the world so much that he came visiting. God slipped into 
the world as a helpless baby, without fanfare or heraldry. 

Think of it: The baby, born of humble parents, the man a carpenter, the woman still 
in her teens, scholars say. Jesus was born in a backwater town called Bethlehem, in a 
stable reeking with animal smells. 

It took years before people fully comprehended God’s self-revelation. Even John the 
Baptist, sitting in Herod’s prison, sent a message to Jesus asking, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” (Matthew 11:3, NRSV). Jesus then 
explained that he was working miracles and bringing good news to the poor. 

That became even more clear when Peter concluded that Jesus was “the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16, NRSV). 

What’s amazing about Christmas is that it began in a manger. And today more than 2 
billion people around the world celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
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—F. Hebart  
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Christmas is a time to be happy! … A time for celebrating and sharing. For God 
stoops down to be one of us, born as a poor baby so that we can be rich. He does not 
leave us to get along as best we can. He joins us where we are. God is committed to 
us. Christmas is proof that God cares. That is why we celebrate — and show our care 
in turn to those who need it. 
 
 
 
Christmas flowers may be given in memory of or thanksgiving 
for loved ones or in celebration of an event. Please make your 
check payable to St. Mark’s Altar Guild and write Christmas 
on the memo line. Place your check in the offering plate, or 
turn it in to the church office by December 16, 2008. 

We will decorate the Chrismon tree on Friday, 
December 19. Please join us in the church at 1 PM. 
 
 
 
Please call Beverly Jones, 639-7104, or sign up on the sheet in Thursby Hall if you 
want to donate goodies to celebrate special events (birthday, anniversary, graduation, 
etc.). We can always use your help at Coffee Hour and will provide free training. 
Monetary donations are always welcome.  
 
 
 
If you or a member of your family would like to receive home communion, please let 
us know by sending an email to Beverly Jones at bevirjones@bellsouth.net or calling 
636-3781.  
To serve on the altar or take communion to shut-ins, please contact Beverly or the 
Church Office, 636-3781. 
 
 
 
The next meeting of Church Women United will be: 
 Date and Time: January 9, 2009, 9:30 AM Refreshments, 10 AM Meeting 
 Where: Riverside Presbyterian Church, Cocoa Beach 
 Speaker: Barbara Moore, Director of Child Care Association of Brevard 
We do hope you will come as this is a wonderful group of church ladies in the area. 
If you have any questions, call Clarice Costello, 799-2149. 
 
 
 
THANKS to everyone who generously donated for flowers to decorate the church 
for All Saints Sunday.  We appreciate your support and help in carrying out our 
ministry. 
Also, a big THANK YOU to the ladies ("Flower Angels") that showed up to help 
arrange the baskets! 

The Altar Guild 
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DECEMBER 7 
ADVENT II 

DECEMBER 14 
ADVENT III 

DECEMBER 21 
ADVENT IV 

DECEMBER 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 28 
CHRISTMAS I 

JANUARY 4  
CHRISTMAS II 

LAYREADERS  
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
J Bisbey 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 1 

J Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Pekar 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
Hickman 

Mims 
Lector, Lesson 1  

Hickman 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Borger 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Adovasio 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Kinast 
Anstey 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Kinast 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

A 
SERVICE 

OF 
LESSONS 

AND 
CAROLS 

 
7:00 PM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Gibson 
Schorr 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Gibson 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 
11:00 PM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
D Bisbey 

Jay 
Lector, Lesson 1  

D Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
J Bisbey 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 1 

J Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Pekar 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
W Clark 
L Clark 

Lector, Lesson 1  
W Clark 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Wright 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Adovsio 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
Meers 

LeMaitre 
Lector, Lesson 1  

Meers 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 
HOME EUCHARIST 

Gibsons 
 

 
Kight 

Perdue 

 
 

 
 

 
Barber 

Spearman 

 
Baldwin 
Kinast 

ORDER OFST. LUKE  
THE PHYSICIAN 

10:00 AM 
Weltz 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Baldwin  

 
 
 

 
 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Johnson 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Weltz 

ALTAR GUILD GROUP  
3 

 
4 

 

1 
 
 

 
2 

 
3 

USHERS 
8:00 AM 
Shawlers 

 
10:00 AM 

D & S Williams 

 
8:00 AM 
Bisbeys 

 
10:00 AM 
Johnson 
Herring 

 
9:00 AM 

Duff 
L Myron 

 
7:00 PM 
Keehn 
Treffer 

11:00 PM 
Anstey 

Johnson 

 
8:00 AM 

Davis 
Keehn 

10:00 AM 
Dewey 
Herring 

 
8:00 AM 
Bisbeys 

 
10:00 AM 
Wagners 

If you will be unable to serve your scheduled time, please FIND YOUR OWN SUBSTITUTE. 
DECEMBER 7 DECEMBER 14 DECEMBER 24 DECEMBER 24 DECEMBER 28 JANUARY 4  

If you have a scheduling conflict, contact Doug Keehn, 456-5070 or Karen Shamlin at kshamlin@earthlink.net or 212-8771.

ACOLYTES  
10:00 AM** 

PC 
C Jones 

FS 
A Baughan 

SS 
C Myron 

CC 
M Baughan 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
B Butler 

FS 
K Sibbitt 

SS 
Co Mims 

CC 
Ca Mims 

OSL 
B Porter 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
7:00 PM 

PC 
D Hickman 

FS 
E Keehn 

SS 
C Keehn 

CC 
Co Jones 

OSL 
A Murphy 

THURIFER 
Ca Jones 

BOAT 
S Shamlin 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
11:00 PM 

PC 
R Clark 

FS 
L Clark 

SS 
M Chandler 

CC 
G Busseni 

OSL 
B Menyhart 

THURIFER 
K Sibbitt 

BOAT 
B Porter 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
C Jones 

FS 
A Baughan 

SS 
C Jones 

CC 
M Baughan 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
B Butler 

FS 
P Wagner 

SS 
Co Mims 

CC 
Ca Mims 

OSL 
B Menyhart 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
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DECEMBER 
1 Annabeth Murphy 
 Jean Parkhurst 
 Ross Schlernitzauer 

2 Myron Jones 

4 Jean Yoches 

5 Kenneth Cisco 

6 Lauren Clark 
 Bailey Lynn 
 Jane Perdue 
 Gary Rhoden 

9 Marla Glover 

11 Laird Parsons 

12 Linda Pierre 

15 Hazel Gill 
 Beverly Houser 
 Anne Wells 

16 Judy Lindholm 
 Joan Nichols 

17 Lois Herring 

18 Pam Meier 
 Jim Wallen 

19 Dorothy Buoni 

20 Bryan Gunter 
 Amber Thompson 
 Shennen Thompson 

22 Victoria Keehn 
 Carole Pereda 
 Jeanes Tornabene 

24 Michael Kenaston 

25 Michael Menyhart 

26 Sandy Becket 
 Janeil Belle 

27 Kristen Sibbitt 

28 Alisa Chilton 
 Kellye Smith 

30 Lisa Glover 
 Doug Keehn, Jr. 
 David Houser 

31 William Borger 
 
 
Please call the church office, 
636-3781, to add your name to 
our birthday list. 
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Ingredients 
8 eggs  
1 1/2 cups half-and-half  
1/3 cup maple syrup  
1/3 cup light brown sugar, packed  
10-12 slices soft bread, 1 inch thick  

Topping 
1/2 cup butter (1 stick) 
1/2 cup light brown sugar, packed  
2/3 cup maple syrup  
2 cups pecans, chopped  

Directions 
Generously butter a 13 X 9 inch casserole dish.  
Mix the eggs, half-and-half, maple syrup, and sugar in a large bowl.  
Place the bread slices in the prepared casserole dish and cover with the egg mixture: cover with plastic wrap and 
let soak overnight in refrigerator.  
Preheat oven to 350 degrees; remove the casserole from refrigerator.  
Make the Topping: melt the butter in a saucepan; add sugar and maple syrup and cook for 1 to 2 minutes; stir in 
pecans.  
Pour the mixture over the bread and bake for 45 to 55 minutes, allow to cool 10 minutes before serving, enjoy.  
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December 2008
Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
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January 09
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11 12 13 14 15 16 17
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St. Mark's  
Episcopal 
Academy 
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Dear Parishioners, 

I hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving and 
are ready to enjoy the blessings of the 
Christmas season. The teachers and students 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy are busy 
working hard to complete the second grading 
period and are preparing for a busy year 
ahead. 

We would also like to invite all parishioners 
to our Advent-In-Song service on Friday, 
December 19th at 8:05 AM.  

Under the direction of our music teacher, 
Marcia Rudzik, each class will sing 
traditional Christmas songs along with a 
Handbell performance by the sixth grade 
class. This service is a beautiful and moving 
way to experience and celebrate the joy of 
Christ’s birth.  

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Joi M. Robertson 
Head of School 

For more information, we invite you to visit our website: 
www.stmarksacademy.org. 

 
 
 

Saturday, December 20: Children’s Christmas Craft Party 1:00 – 3:00 PM for 
grades Kindergarten (with parent attending) through 6.  

Contact Joi Robertson at robertsonj@stmarksacademy.org — reservations are a 
must.  
 
 
 
Abraham Lincoln apparently didn’t have the voice of a great orator. Some people 
said his voice was squeaky; nevertheless, Lincoln’s messages were invariably 
insightful and meaningful. 

A teacher who once heard him speak later said Lincoln’s presence wasn’t notable 
but his earnestness, vigor and logic were impressive. Everyone was awed by 
Lincoln’s speech, and the teacher rode home on his horse greatly exalted from 
hearing it. 

The teacher recalled hearing not so much a speech as “a message in the form of a 
man.”  

People who took time to listen to Jesus could say the same thing. God’s greatest 
message to us came in the form of his Son, Jesus. And as meaningful as Jesus’ 
words were, it’s his life, death and resurrection that left the biggest “impression” of 
all. 
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December 7, 2008 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2008 
Academy Church Appreciation Luncheon 

December 14, 2008 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2008 
Academy Advent in Song 

December 20, 2008 
Christmas Craft Party 

December 21, 2008 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24, 2008 
Christmas Eve 

December 25, 2008 
Christmas Day 

December 31, 2008 
New Year’s Eve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


