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It’s easy to list the blessings in 
life: good health, family, a 
satisfying career, a comfortable 
home. We might even be thankful 
for things others take for granted, 
such as freedom, clean drinking 
water, reliable transportation and 
food enough to eat. Then there 
are the little things, such as 
gardens, sunrises, pets and coffee.  

What about life’s storms or 
unanswered prayers? Should we 
be thankful for these? Loss and 
hardship remind us of our 
dependence on God. He uses 
trials to draw us closer to him, to 
show us that he is our rock and 
refuge. In misfortune and grief, 
we discover God’s comfort and 
strength. Should we not, then, be 
thankful for the storms, too?  
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The Plymouth Pilgrims celebrated the first Thanksgiving Day in fall 1621, but by the 
next May, their food supply was depleted. The harvest of 1622 was a failure, and the 
Pilgrims often lived for days on just a few kernels of corn. 

Amid a drought in 1623, the people sought divine intervention. After praying for 
nine hours on a hot July day, they were blessed with a two-week rainfall. Edward 
Winslow wrote, “It was hard to say whether our withered corn or drooping affections 
were most quickened and revived.” The Pilgrims never went hungry again. 

Start a Thanksgiving tradition by placing five kernels of corn at each place setting. 
Point out a blessing that each kernel represents. For example: 

 1. God loves us. 
 2. God provides for all our needs. 
 3. God gives us friends, just as the Indians befriended the Pilgrims. 
 4. God hears and answers our prayers. 
 5. God is preparing a place for us in heaven.  

Then have family members share five things for which they’re grateful. 
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Father Jerry Beaumont 
325 Wilkinson St. #321  
Chelsea MI 48118  
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Yes, it is back! Before we left St. Mark's I asked Father Tom if he had any objection 
to my continuing my "column". Obviously, he gave me the OK. 

We had a beautiful, colorful and mostly warm October in Michigan, however, we 
know that it is only God's way of helping us prepare our minds and bodies for that 
which is yet to come. I can look out of my office window and see brilliant red 
maples mixed with yellows and greens of other trees. This office is on the third floor 
so I have a grand field of view. 

Our apartment is very much like that which we enjoyed in Florida except for the 
ocean view. But, on the other hand, no hurricanes either. I know, I know, just wait 
until it snows! 

It has become apparent that God had plans for us which we did not anticipate - 
overall we were completely taken aback, shocked and almost overcome by the speed 
of His actions. Our condo sold in about 5 days for a good price, the apartment 
became available within a few weeks of the sale, the opportunity to regain my 
Michigan therapy license opened and I applied to Bishop Gibbs to provide Supply 
services in the Diocese of Michigan. Quite a lot happening in the span of less than 30 
days. WHEW! 

We have heard that when God closes a door He opens a window; in our case He 
opened a lot of windows and several doors. 

We, Marj and I, want you to know that we miss St. Mark's and all of you. We have 
especially appreciated the notes and cards we have received. Please know that your 
kind thoughts and words make our hearts glad. 

There was an elderly lady at one parish I served who when asked about her life 
philosophy would always reply simply, "Let go, let God". Try it, it works! God has 
called me to work again in Michigan, why, I don't know, but I am not going to waste 
my time or His debating with Him, nor will I try to second guess: I will salute 
smartly, say "yes Sir" and get on with the task. 

Until December. 

PAX, 

Father Jerry+ 
 
 
 
The Lunch Bunch will meet at the Merritt Island Olive Garden on Thursday, 
November 17 at 11:30 AM. All are welcome. Please sign up on the bulletin board so 
we know how much room to reserve. Questions? Emily Weltz, 454-4175. 
 
 
 
“I have never understood why anyone would roast the turkey and shuck the clams 
and crisp the croutons and shell the peas and candy the sweet potatoes and compote 
the cranberries and bake the pies and clear the table and wash the dishes and fall into 
bed exhausted when they could just as easily sit back and enjoy a hamburger or a 
pork sandwich.” 

—The Turkey 
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—Oswald Chambers, 
My Utmost for His 
Highest 
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“Whenever you get a blessing from God, give it back to him as a love gift. ... Offer 
the blessing back to him in a deliberate act of worship. If you hoard a thing for 
yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the manna did when it was hoarded. 
God will never let you hold a spiritual thing for yourself; it has to be given back to 
him that he may make it a blessing to others.” 
 
 
Call Beverly Jones, 639-7104, or sign up on the sheet in Thursby Hall to donate 
goodies to celebrate special events during Coffee Hour. Your assistance at Coffee 
Hour is appreciated, and monetary donations are always helpful. Suggested donation 
to help defray costs: $2 per person. 
 
 
 
If you or a member of your family would like to receive home communion, please 
email Beverly Jones at bevirjones@bellsouth.net or call her at 639-7104.  
 
 
 
The Central Brevard Sharing Center is looking for someone to pick up baked goods 
from Publix and take them to the Sharing Center on Tuesdays. It only takes a couple 
of hours in the morning and is for a really good cause. For more information, contact 
Jane Perdue, 452-3640, or Clarice Costello, 799-2149. They pick up on Mondays 
and Thursdays. If you don’t have time, monetary donations are welcome, too. The 
Sharing Center is part of St. Mark’s outreach to our community.  
 
 
Prayer requests may be made by calling Jim and Liz Schorr, 636-6752, between 
8 AM and 10 PM. Please call the church office, 636-3781, to let the clergy know of a 
need. You may leave a message at any time. 
 
 
OSL (The Order of St. Luke the Physician) members are available during 
Communion on Sundays and Thursdays for prayers of intercession and healing.  
 
 
 
Todah, the Hebrew word for “giving thanks,” also means “admitting, confessing, 
acknowledging.” That might seem odd, but when we thank someone, we’re 
acknowledging we needed what they gave us. Rabbi Daniel Lapin explains we’re 
even confessing we were incomplete, or experiencing a shortcoming, beforehand. 

Gratitude is so important for the Jewish life that the Hebrew root words for “giving 
thanks/confessing” and for “Jew” are closely related. A Jewish person, then, is “one 
who both confesses and gives thanks” — actions crucial to the well-being of the 
receiver, even more than for the giver. 

Christians, too, treat confession and thanksgiving as significant aspects of faith, 
prayer and worship. While we confess that we wholly depend on God for our life and 
salvation, we offer daily gratitude to God for his countless blessings. 
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NOVEMBER 6 
ALL SAINTS’ 

NOVEMBER 13 
PENTECOST XXII 

NOVEMBER 20 
LAST 

PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 27 
ADVENT I 

DECEMBER 4 
ADVENT II 

DECEMBER 11 
ADVENT III 

LAYREADERS  
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 
Costello 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Costello 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Norman 

 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Anstey 
LeMaitre 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Anstey 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Borger 
Kinast 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Pekar 

 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 
Hickman 

Mims 
Lector, Lesson 1 

Hickman 
Lector, Lesson 2 

Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 
Blakeslee 

Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 1 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 2 

Adovasio 
 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers 
LeMaitre 
Schorr 

Lector, Lesson 1 
LeMaitre 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Wright 
Costello 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Norman 

 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Anstey 
Kinast 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Anstey 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Borger 
Blakeslee 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Pekar 

 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Mims 
Hickman 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Mims 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers 

 
 

Lector, Lesson 1 
 

Lector, Lesson 2 
 
 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers 
 
 

Lector, Lesson 1 
 

Lector, Lesson 2 
Acolyte, PC 

HOME 
EUCHARIST* 

Anstey 
Hickman 

 
 

Perdue 
Kight 

 
 

Costello 
 

 
 

Barber 
Spearman 

 
 

Baldwin 
Costello 

 
 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
GROUP 

2 

 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
 

1 

 
 

2 

 
 

3 
USHERS* 
8:00 AM 
Shawlers 

 
10:00 AM 
Williamses 

 
8:00 AM 
Bisbey 
Knodel 

10:00 AM 
Herring 
Treffer 

 
8:00 AM 

Davis 
Pekar 

10:00 AM 
Anstey 

 
8:00 AM 
Keehn 
Weller 

10:00 AM 
Hickman 
Myron 

 
8:00 AM 
Shawlers 

 
10:00 AM 
Wagners 

 
8:00 AM 

 
 

10:00 AM 
 
 

*If you will be unable to serve your scheduled time, please call Beverly Jones, 639-7104.  
NOVEMBER 6 
ALL SAINTS’ 

NOVEMBER 13 
PENTECOST XXII 

NOVEMBER 20 
LAST 

PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 27 
ADVENT I 

DECEMBER 4 
ADVENT II 

DECEMBER 11 
ADVENT III 

ACOLYTES 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

C Myron 
FS 

S Shamlin 
SS 

S Sharpe 
CC 

M Cassis 
OSL 

 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

A Baughan 
FS 

C Jones 
SS 

M Baughan 
CC 

L Porter 
OSL 

 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

K Canada 
FS 

M Cole 
SS 

B Menyhart 
CC 

K Menyhart 
OSL 

 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

C Myron 
FS 

S Shamlin 
SS 

S Sharpe 
CC 

C Terry 
OSL 

 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

Co Mims 
FS 

Ca Mims 
SS 

A Knodel 
CC 

D Hosmer 
OSL 

J Mims 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

 
 

10:00 AM 
PC 

 
FS 

 
SS 

 
CC 

 
OSL 

 
THURIFER 

 
BOAT 

 

If you have a scheduling conflict, contact Karen Shamlin at karenshamlin@gmail.com or 212-8771 
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NOVEMBER 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Gail Gibson 
 Pat Martin 
 Vicki Shepard 
 
6 Suzanne Guyton 
 Brendan Murphy 
 
8 Eric Geier 
 Greg Gill 
 David Moxley 

 
9 Roger Norman 
 
10 Coralee V. Keehn 
 
14 Geoffrey Gill 
 Marti Rich 
 
16 Carol Faron 
 Chip Jones 
 
17 Reid Clark 
 
18  Bill Weller 
 
19 Dori Bisbey 

 
20 Peter Wells, Sr. 
 
21 Edward A. Stucke, Jr. 
 
23 David Arteaga 
 
24 Betty LaRoche 
 
25 Kamile Belle 
 
26 Lynn Duff 
 Dan Elebash 
 
29 Marjorie Beaumont 
 

 
30 Russell Glover 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please call the church 
office, 636-3781, to add 
your name to our birthday 
list. 
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In 2005, a female humpback whale became entangled in a web of crab traps and lines just east of the Farallon 
Islands, off the San Francisco coast. Hundreds of yards of line rope were wrapped around her body, tail, torso 
and mouth, weighing her down so much that she struggled to stay afloat. 

A fisherman spotted the whale and radioed for help. Rescuers determined that the only way to save the creature 
was to dive in and untangle her. This was a dangerous proposition, as one slap of the tail could be deadly. 

Rescuers worked for hours with curved knives and eventually freed the whale. What she did next surprised the 
divers: She swam in what seemed like joyous circles, coming back to each person, one at a time, nudging them 
gently, in what rescuers assumed was a beautiful gesture of thanks.  

May you and those you love be surrounded by people who help you get untangled from whatever is binding you 
and may you always know the joy of giving and receiving gratitude.  
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November 2011
Monthly Planner
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1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
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30 31

December
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1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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St. Mark's 
Episcopal 
Academy 
 
 

2 Church Street 
Cocoa, Florida  32922 

(321) 639-5771 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 

Our 2011-2012 St. Mark's Episcopal Academy Annual Fund will be kicking off this 
month and our theme is: 55 Years Young and Looking to a Bright Future!  

This campaign is our greatest appeal to those who love and support the Academy to 
donate and help us continue our work of educating children in the Episcopal 
tradition.  

We have been so grateful to our church members for supporting the Academy since 
1956. With your generous gifts to our Annual Fund, we can continue to 
ILLUMINATE young minds in new ways.  

Your gift may be designated to operations, technology, scholarship, or wish list 
items.   

Please don't forget to join us for the following events:  
November 1st All Saint’s Day: Join us in Chapel at 8:05 AM for a special 

musical observance of All Saints’ Day by the Academy 
students. 

November 9th Veteran’s Day: We will be observing Veteran’s Day on 
Wednesday, November 10th at 8:05 AM in Chapel. All 
veterans and families of veterans are invited to this special 
observance. (Please note date change.) 

November 13-17th Scholastic Book Fair: Our annual Book Fair will be open to 
church members wishing to purchase books for your children 
and grandchildren for Christmas. The Book Fair has a 
wonderful variety of books for children of all ages. Your 
support of this project last year helped us purchase Grolier 
Online which is an online database system that our students 
may use at school or at home. Without your help, we would 
not have been able to provide our students with the award-
winning curriculum-aligned databases in Grolier Online.  

November18th  Storybook Dress Up Day: At 8:05 AM, in Chapel, students 
will arrive dressed as their favorite storybook character. 
Students present their chosen books and introduce their 
characters. This chapel provides a wonderful way to celebrate 
literacy at St. Mark’s.   

December 7 & 8 Holiday Musicals: Our students will be presenting holiday 
performances for your enjoyment.  Third through sixth grade 
will present “A Dickens of A Christmas”. Time and venue to 
be announced.  

December 21st Advent in Song: Students at St. Mark’s have engaged in this 
time-honored tradition of Advent in Song for decades.  There 
is no better way to prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ!  The 
service will start in chapel at 8:05 AM. 

Peace, my friends! Hope to see you soon.   

Joi M. Robertson 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy 
Developing the gifts and talents of students since 1956.
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NOVEMBER 1, 2011 
All Saints’ Day 

NOVEMBER 6, 2011 
All Saints’ s Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time ends 

NOVEMBER 11, 2011 
Veterans Day 

NOVEMBER 24, 2011 
Thanksgiving Day 

NOVEMBER 27, 2011 
First Sunday of Advent

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


