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If you feel called to 
serve on St. Mark’s 
Vestry or would like to 
recommend someone 
for consideration, 
please contact Father 
Tom, John Altenburg, 
Bill Borger or Marion 
Hickman. 
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Count your blessings instead of your crosses; 
Count your gains instead of your losses. 
 
Count your joys instead of your woes; 
Count your friends instead of your foes. 
 
Count your smiles instead of your tears; 
Count your courage instead of your fears. 
 
Count your full years instead of your lean; 
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean. 
 
Count your health instead of your wealth; 
Count on God instead of yourself. 
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The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, is one of America’s 
oldest colleges. A little-known fact is that this honored institution was closed in 
1881 due to the Civil War and a lack of finances. It remained closed for seven 
years.  
 
Yet its president, Benjamin Ewell, never lost hope for the school. In anticipation of 
the day when the college would re-open and fill with students, he rang its bell every 
day of those seven years. 
 
Christians can maintain this type of persistent hope, too, no matter how bleak our 
situations look. As St. Paul writes, we “boast in our hope,” which “does not 
disappoint us” (see Romans 5:2-5, NRSV). 

�

�

�
�

�����������	
���


�	��
������
�
������

�����������
�������	����������
"The world now has the means to end 
extreme poverty, we pray we will 
have the will." 

Countingprayers.org�
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Not very long ago someone asked me if there was a Thanksgiving Day in Canada. 
I assured that person, “Yes, there is, and its date corresponds with Columbus Day in 
the US.” 

I was reminded of the old joke: Do they have the Fourth of July in England? Of 
course, you know the answer to that one: “Certainly, but it’s not celebrated!” 

What do you do to give thanks? Do you gather together a group of friends or family 
members for a wonderful dinner and an afternoon of football? Or, perhaps, you 
prefer to observe it by quietly reflecting on the day’s meaning. I would hope it is a 
mixture of the two. 

I may have told this before – forgive me if you have heard it before. (Senior 
moment??) Before moving here Marjorie and I celebrated THREE Thanksgivings.  

The first was Canadian Thanksgiving, when the extended family gathered – 
sometimes as many as 40 members. The second was on the US Thanksgiving when 
just a few members of the family were in attendance. Finally, there was a celebration 
and another turkey dinner at St. Barnabas Church with all members invited. This 
soon became larger and larger as we celebrated on a day other than the actual date of 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Did this represent a lot of work for Marjorie and me? Sure! Was it worth it? 
Absolutely! We did have a lot of help from family and church members, both in 
preparation and clean up. 

Keeping in mind that we have the privilege of living in a great country with many 
opportunities that many places around the world only dream about. 

Marjorie and I pray that you have a wonderful day and remember that the name of 
the day, THANKSGIVING, is intended for that purpose – to give thanks to GOD for 
all we have been given. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Fr. Jerry+ 
 
 
 
Veterans Day, which is November 11 each year, is a holiday to honor America’s 
veterans for their patriotism and willingness to serve and sacrifice for our nation’s 
common good. 

Christians follow the Prince of Peace, so war is a dilemma that often challenges 
people of faith. Some Christians are pacifists, while others believe in a “just war.” 
Many believe that the goals of freedom, justice, equality and democracy are worth 
the cost required.  

Whatever individual Christians decide about any given conflict, most Christians 
believe that men and women who strive to make this world free of tyrants are to be 
respected. As Winston Churchill said, “Never in the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few.”  

Thank you to all the men and women who served or are now serving our country. 
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If you want to donate goodies to celebrate special events (birthday, anniversary, 
graduation, etc.), please call Beverly Jones, 639-7104, or sign up on the sheet in 
Thursby Hall. We can always use your help at Coffee Hour and will provide free 
training. Monetary donations are welcome.  

 
 
 
If you or a member of your family would like to receive home communion, please let 
us know by sending an email to Beverly Jones at bevirjones@bellsouth.net or calling 
636-3781.  
To serve on the altar or take communion to shut-ins, please contact Beverly or the 
Church Office, 636-3781. 
 
 
 
 Blessed are those who have learned 
 to admire but not envy; 
 to follow but not imitate; 
 to praise but not flatter; 
 and to lead but not manipulate. 
 
 
 
Please keep these dates in mind as you make your plans: December 7 (Advent II) – 
Bishop Howe’s Visitation; December 21 (Advent IV) – A Service of Lessons and 
Carols followed by St. Mark’s Annual Meeting; December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Services: Rite II at 7 PM and Rite I at 11 PM; Christmas Day – The Christ Mass at 
10 AM. Be sure to check the Academy column (page 7)for more dates.  
 
 
 
Our memory bank can churn up some bad stuff occasionally. There you are, not 
quite asleep, when suddenly a past sin pays a painful visit. The ugly details of bad 
decisions and actions can leave our spirit in a shambles. How should we handle this 
haunting problem? 
First, we need a visit with God, who knows just how to deal with our painful 
memories. He has a unique ability to forgive and forget, if we’re sincere in our 
request for reconciliation. As Micah 7:19 (NRSV) says, God “will cast all our sins 
into the depths of the sea.” 
Corrie ten Boom had the right idea. She said God buries our sins in the sea and puts a 
sign on the bank saying, “No fishing allowed!” 
After we accept God’s forgiveness, we must forgive ourselves and move on into the 
future God has for us.  
St. Paul’s words to the Philippians are relevant for Christians struggling with past 
sins: “One thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14, NRSV). 
 



4�
+,�����+�%�*�-�0�"#$����%�&''  

����������

NOVEMBER 2 
SUNDAY AFTER ALL SAINTS’ 

NOVEMBER 9 
PENTECOST XXVI 

NOVEMBER 16 
PENTECOST XXVII 

NOVEMBER 24 
LAST PENTECOST 

NOVEMBER 30 
ADVENT I 

DECEMBER 7 
ADVENT II 

LAYREADERS  
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Borger 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Adovasio 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Mims 
Hickman 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Mims 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Jay 
D Bisbey 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Jay 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Norman 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
LeMaitre 
Meers 

Lector, Lesson 1  
LeMaitre 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
J Bisbey 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 1 

J Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Pekar 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Gibson 
Kinast 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Gibson 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC  

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Jay 
D Bisbey 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Jay 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Adovasio 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Schorr 
Anstey 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Schorr 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Wright 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Norman 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
W Clark 
L Clark 

Lector, Lesson 1  
W Clark 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
J Bisbey 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 1 

J Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Pekar 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
Hickman 

Mims 
Lector, Lesson 1  

Hickman 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 
HOME EUCHARIST  

Kight 
Perdue 

 
Barber 

Spearman 

 
Baldwin 
Kinast 

 
Anstey 

Hickman  

 
Costello 
Harmon 

 
Gibsons 

 

ORDER OFST. LUKE  
THE PHYSICIAN 

10:00 AM 
Johnson 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Weltz 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Baldwin 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Harmon 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Johnson 

 
 

10:00 AM 
Weltz 

ALTAR GUILD GROUP  
2 

 

3 
 

4 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

USHERS 
8:00 AM 
Bisbeys 

 
10:00 AM 
Johnson 
Herring 

 
8:00 AM 
Knodels 

 
10:00 AM 
Wagners 

 
8:00 AM 

Pekar 
Weller 

10:00 AM 
D & S Williams 

 

 
8:00 AM 

Davis 
Keehn 

10:00 AM 
Dewey 
Treffer 

 
8:00 AM 
Bisbeys 

 
10:00 AM 

Anstey 
Hickman 

 
8:00 AM 
Shawlers 

 
10:00 AM 

D & S Williams 

If you will be unable to serve your scheduled time, please FIND YOUR OWN SUBSTITUTE. 

** Anyone in 3rd grade or higher is welcome to become an acolyte. If you have a scheduling conflict, contact Doug Keehn , 456-5070 or 
Karen Shamlin at kshamlin@earthlink.net or 212-8771. St. Mark’s Regular Schedule is now in effect: we ha ve services at 8:00 AM 
and 10:00 AM Sundays.

ACOLYTES  
10:00 AM** 

PC 
T Canada 

FS 
G Busseni 

SS 
K Canada 

CC 
M Cole 

OSL 
B Porter 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
C Jones 

FS 
P Wagner 

SS 
S Shamlin 

CC 
B Taylor 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
D Hickman 

FS 
A Bell 

SS 
A Knodel 

CC 
A Murphy 

OSL 
B Menyhart 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
R Clark 

FS 
K Sibbitt 

SS 
Co Mims 

CC 
Ca Mims 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
B Butler 

FS 
E Keehn 

SS 
C Keehn 

CC 
S Shamlin 

OSL 
B Porter 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
C Jones 

FS 
A Baughan 

SS 
C Myron 

CC 
M Baughan 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
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NOVEMBER 
 
1 Gail Gibson 
 Pat Martin  
 
6 Suzanne Guyton 
 Brendan Murphy 
 

 
8 Eric Geier 
 Greg Gill 
 David Moxley 
 
9 Roger Norman 
 
10 Coralee Virginia Keehn 
 
14 Geoffrey Gill 
 Marti Rich 
 
16 Carol Faron 
 Chip Jones 
 
 

17 Reid Clark 
  
18  Bill Weller 
 
19 Dori Bisbey 
 
20 Jeff Lange 
 Peter Wells, Sr. 
 
21 William Nunn 
 
23 David Arteaga 
 
24 Betty LaRoche  
 
25 Kamile Belle 

 
26 Lynn Duff 
 Dan Elebash 
 
29 Marjorie Beaumont 
 
30 Russell Glover 
 
 
Please call the church office, 
636-3781, to add your name to 
our birthday list. 
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Mark your calendar for an interesting, informative program presented 
by parishioner Dabney Davis. The program will be on Monday, 
November 10th at 3 PM at the Cocoa Beach Public Library.  

Highlights of the talk on our war for independence will include: 
 George and Martha’s Role 
 Women’s Role 
 Weapons 
 Trivia/Myths 
 Facts/Fiction 

A copy of the famous painting of Washington’s prayer at Valley 
Forge will be displayed along with tin-type photos of the last known 
survivors of the Revolution. 

The program will last about an hour and is open to the public. (Do 
expect a bit of humor along the way.) 
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November 2008
Monthly Planner
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October
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

December
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
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St. Mark's  
Episcopal 
Academy 
 

 
Joi M. Robertson 
Head of School 
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Thanks and Giving 
Dear Church Family, 
It is with a grateful heart that I thank all of you who participated in the Earning for 
Learning promotion at the Merritt Square Mall during August and September. Your 
efforts to turn in your receipts to credit the Academy resulted in our winning the 
first place prize of $5,000.00. In all, twenty-five schools participated in the 
competition with St. Mark’s being the smallest in size and population. At first 
glance, it seemed that St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy really didn’t have much of a 
chance against school giants like Merritt Island High School and Merritt Island 
Christian School. We decided, however, to ask parents, friends and parishioners to 
join us in giving this challenge our best, regardless of the fact that the odds of 
winning were against us. Our St. Mark’s community rallied and much to the 
surprise of the other schools, our dedication and tenacity truly paid off. The check 
for $5,000.00 was awarded in a ceremony at the mall on October 16th. The faculty 
will be evaluating how to best use this amazing gift to enhance student learning 
using educational technology in the classroom.  
Although $5,000.00 is a great deal of money, in today’s educational marketplace it 
will most likely only be enough to impact one or two classrooms. Technology is an 
expensive, albeit a necessary expense. For the Academy, this will assist us in 
furthering our commitment to provide our students with a well-rounded spiritual, 
social, and academic education that includes technology as a major focus. Students 
must be prepared to understand and utilize technology to enhance their learning 
experience and to prepare them for the future. To further this end, we will be 
including a designated technology category in addition to scholarship and 
curriculum in our Annual Fund campaign. Annual Fund letters will be going out 
soon to provide you with additional information on how your tax-deductible gift 
can be used to help us continue our mission to educate children in the Episcopal 
tradition here at St. Mark’s. 
Our Church Appreciation Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, December 10th at 
noon in Thursby Hall. Our work at the Academy could not be done without the 
support we receive from our congregation. Although it is a small gesture on our 
part, we want you to know how much you are appreciated and loved. Please let us 
know if you will be able to join us for this special occasion by calling the church 
(636-3781) or school office (639-5771). If you prefer, you may email me at 
robertsonj@stmarksacademy.org to let me know you are coming. 
As part of our community, we hope you will be able to join us for the following 
events: 

·  November 17th - 20th, Book Fair 
·  November 20th, Story Book Dress Up Day 
·  December 10th, Church Appreciation Luncheon 
·  December 19th, Advent-In-Song 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 20: Children’s Christmas Craft Party 1:00 – 3:00 PM for 
grades Kindergarten (with parent attending) through 6.  

Contact Joi Robertson at robertsonj@stmarksacademy.org — reservations are a 
must.  
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November 1, 2008 
All Saints’Day 

November 2, 2008 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

November 4, 2008 
Election Day 

November 11, 2008 
Veterans Day 

November 27, 2008 
Thanksgiving Day 
November 30, 2008 

First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


