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Lord of heaven and earth, prosper thou us this year even as our soul prospereth. Let 
thy presence go with us. Be thou the Companion of our way. 
In our home, grant that we may cheerfully welcome thee as our daily Guest. In our 
relationships with others, teach us to practice the Golden Rule. 
In all our seeking, grant that we seek first thy kingdom and righteousness. 

—17th-century prayer 
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Many Christian denominations 
celebrate Epiphany each year on or 
near January 6. “Epiphany,” which 
means “showing forth,” celebrates the 
visit of the magi, or wise men, to the 
baby Jesus. These men, also known as 
kings, saw the star that led them to 
Bethlehem. 

The fact that these wise men were 
Gentiles, not Jews, teaches us an 
important theological lesson: Their 
search for the Savior shows that Jesus 
came for all people.  

In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn 
“The Light of the World Is Jesus.” 

The first stanza captures the meaning of Epiphany, a season of light: 

 The whole world was lost 
 In the darkness of sin, 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 Like sunshine at noonday, 
 His glory shone in. 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
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"The world now has the means to end 
extreme poverty, we pray we will 
have the will." 

Countingprayers.org�
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It seems strange to write 2009; I, like many of you, will automatically write 2008on 
checks for the next few days. Wasn’t it just a few heartbeats away when in 1999 
many around the world expected the world to end at the change of the century? 
It calls to mind the man who sold tickets (I think to be seated in the Hollywood 
Bowl) to watch the END! He was actually able to convince quite a number of people 
to buy them. Shakespeare’s Puck said, “What fools these mortals be.” To which I 
add, “Ain’t it the truth?” 
Inevitably each year brings out a desire to make resolutions to improve, to change, to 
experience or any one of the myriad other things which spring to mind – AND – all 
too soon we abandon most of these good intentions.  
St. Paul summed up human nature by reflecting upon himself (restated) – I don’t do 
that which I know I should do and I do that which I know I should not do. Does that 
fit you? I know it fits me! 
A new year is a good time to rethink our lives, giving ourselves over to faith, hope 
and charity (love). It signifies new beginnings, which is especially true in 2009, 
when our country sets sail with a new president and a different world from the old 
with other nations becoming more affluent and actors on history’s stage.  
More than ever we must take to heart FDR’s oft-repeated words: “We have nothing 
to fear but fear itself.” We are a young nation among the nations of the world; we 
still have much to learn, not only about other people, but also about ourselves. 
Set aside time to read, study and reflect upon your ability to contribute to the 
betterment of ourselves, our church, our country and those around us. Set aside some 
time to study our Lord and His work among us. Finally, set aside some time to enjoy 
your family and your life in this new year of opportunity. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
PAX 
Fr. Jerry+ 
 
 
 
When president-elect Abraham Lincoln headed to Washington, D.C., he called 
himself a “humble instrument in the hands of the Almighty.” He spoke of America’s 
citizenry as God’s “almost chosen people.” 
Wasn’t that a lovely compliment? One suspects Lincoln was speaking as a good 
father speaks to children, wanting them to live up to their full potential. He surely 
wanted the “almost chosen people” to be servants of the living God. 
As God’s chosen people, as well as Americans who soon will have a new leader, 
how can we live up to God’s expectations for us? What can we each do to make our 
country a better place? And how can we share the good news with others that God 
has chosen us to live with him forever? 
 
 
 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr.  
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On Epiphany I, Sunday, January 11, please bring a sample of a favorite family recipe 
to share at Coffee Hour. Please call Beverly Jones, 639-7104, or sign up on the sheet 
in Thursby Hall. 
To donate goodies to celebrate special events (birthday, anniversary, graduation, 
etc.) call Beverly, or sign up on the sheet in Thursby Hall. We can always use your 
help at Coffee Hour and monetary donations are always welcome.  
 
 
 
Many Christians will observe Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday on January 19. (His 
actual birth date is January 15.) King’s comments about the parable of the good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) are worth remembering:  
“The first question that the priest and the Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help this 
man, what will happen to me?’ But … the good Samaritan reversed the question: ‘If 
I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?’” 
 
 
 
If you or a member of your family would like to receive home communion, please let 
us know by sending an email to Beverly Jones at bevirjones@bellsouth.net.  
 
 
 
The next meeting of Church Women United will be: 
 Date and Time: January 9, 2009, 9:30 AM Refreshments, 10 AM Meeting 
 Where: Riverside Presbyterian Church, Cocoa Beach 
 Speaker: Barbara Moore, Director of Child Care Association of Brevard 
We do hope you will come as this is a wonderful group of church ladies in the area. 
If you have any questions, call Clarice Costello, 799-2149. 
 
 
 
According to historians, the celebration of the New Year is the oldest holiday. 
Ancient Babylonians first observed it in the spring about 4,000 years ago. In 153 
B.C., the Roman Senate declared January 1 as New Year’s Day.  
The early church started to hold religious observances that coincided with pagan 
celebrations. Some denominations still mark Christ’s circumcision on New Year’s. 
The tradition of making resolutions dates back to the Babylonians, who often 
promised to return borrowed farm equipment. Using a baby to symbolize rebirth and 
the new year dates back to the ancient Greeks and Egyptians.  
Modern-day New Year’s customs often focus on prosperity. In Spain, people eat 12 
grapes at midnight, hoping to have 12 happy months to come. The Dutch eat donuts 
because another year has come full circle. 
One of the best ways to start off the New Year is by spending time in prayer. Look 
back on God’s many blessings during the completed year and ask for his guidance in 
the one to come. Also consider starting the tradition of praying for people around the 
world on New Year’s Day. 
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JANUARY 4 
CHRISTMAS II 

JANUARY 11 
EPIPHANY I 

JANUARY 18 
EPIPHANY II 

JANUARY 25 
EPIPHANY III 

FEBRUARY 1 
EPIPHANY IV 

FEBRUARY 8 
EPIPHANY V 

LAYREADERS  
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Wright 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Adovsio 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
Meers 

LeMaitre 
Lector, Lesson 1  

Meers 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
Blakeslee 
J Bisbey 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Blakeslee 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Norman 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
Hickman 

Mims 
Lector, Lesson 1  

Hickman 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
D Bisbey 

Jay 
Lector, Lesson 1 

D Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Duff 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Anstey 
Kinast 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Anstey 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Borger 
Wright 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Borger 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Pekar 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
Schorr 
Gibson 

Lector, Lesson 1  
Schorr 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  
J Bisbey 

Blakeslee 
Lector, Lesson 1 

J Bisbey 
Lector, Lesson 2  

Adovasio 
10:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

L Clark 
W Clark 

Lector, Lesson 1  
L Clark 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

 
8:00 AM 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers  

Jay 
D Bisbey 

Lector, Lesson 1 
Jay 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Norman 

10:00 AM 
Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers  
LeMaitre 
Meers 

Lector, Lesson 1  
LeMaitre 

Lector, Lesson 2  
Acolyte, PC 

HOME EUCHARIST 
Baldwin 
Kinast 

 
Anstey 
Hickman 

 
Costello 

 

 
Gibsons 

 

 
Kight 

Perdue 

 
Barber 

Spearman 
ALTAR GUILD GROUP  

3 
 

4 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

USHERS 
8:00 AM 
Bisbeys 

 
10:00 AM 
Wagners 

 
8:00 AM 
Shawlers 

 
10:00 AM 

D & S Williams 

 
8:00 AM 
Knodels 

 
10:00 AM 
Johnson 
Herring 

 
8:00 AM 
Keehn 
Duff 

10:00 AM 
Anstey 

Hickman 

 
8:00 AM 

Pekar 
Weller 

10:00 AM 
Dewey 
Treffer 

 
8:00 AM 

Davis 
Duff 

10:00 AM 
Wagners 

 
If you will be unable to serve your scheduled time, please FIND YOUR OWN SUBSTITUTE. 

 
 
 

JANUARY 4 
CHRISTMAS II 

JANUARY 11 
EPIPHANY I 

JANUARY 18 
EPIPHANY II 

JANUARY 25 
EPIPHANY III 

FEBRUARY 1 
EPIPHANY IV 

FEBRUARY 8 
EPIPHANY V 

If you have a scheduling conflict, contact Doug Keehn, 456-5070 or Karen Shamlin at kshamlin@earthlink.net or 212-8771.

ACOLYTES  
10:00 AM** 

PC 
B Butler 

FS 
P Wagner 

SS 
Co Mims 

CC 
Ca Mims 

OSL 
B Menyhart 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
D Hickman 

FS 
E Keehn 

SS 
C Keehn 

CC 
S Shamlin 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
C Jones 

FS 
A Baughan 

SS 
C Jones 

CC 
M Baughan 

OSL 
B Porter 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
R Clark 

FS 
C Myron 

SS 
S Shamlin 

CC 
A Murphy 

OSL 
B Taylor 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
T Canada 

FS 
K Sibbitt 

SS 
K Canada 

CC 
M Cole 

OSL 
B Menyhart 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
 

 
10:00 AM** 

PC 
 

FS 
 

SS 
 

CC 
 

OSL 
 

THURIFER 
 

BOAT 
 

TORCH 1 
 

TORCH 2 
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JANUARY 
4 Maureen Brower 
 

5 Earl Johnson 
 Ray Smith 
 

6 Kinsley Belle 
 

7 Bernadine Crawford 
 Megan Smith 
 

8 Betty Harrison 
 

11 Madison Almonte 
 Lee Brandt 
 

12 Persia Morgan 
 W. E. Rich 
 

13 Marge Newbern 
 

14 Willy Clark 
 

15 George Adams 
 Deborah Dively 
 

16 Elizabeth Frederick 
 Fran Scalera 
 Betty Sutton 
 

17 Lia Smith 
 

18 Delores Knapp 
 Cecil Stoughton 
 Carol Towns 
 

19 Theresa Murphy 
 

23 Father Jerry 
 James Palmer 
 

24 Beverly Jones 
 Andrew Menyhart 
 Nancy Sodoma 
 Margie Tompkins 
 

25 Jory Rood 
 
 

26 Audrey Dewey 
 Ouida Joyner 
 Sylvia Stanley 
 Suzanne West 
 

28 Karen Brandt 
 

31 Susan Blakeslee 
 Tom Newbern, Sr. 
 
 
 
Please call the church office, 
636-3781, to add your name to 
our birthday list. 
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2 (3 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened  
2 (16 oz.) cans black-eyed peas, drained 
1 med. onion, quartered 
1-2 cloves garlic 
1/2 c. med. picante sauce 
3 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1 tsp. hot sauce 
2 env. unflavored gelatin  
6 tbsp. cold water  
1/4 c. fresh minced parsley  
Red, yellow & green pepper pieces  
Instructions 

Process first 7 ingredients in food processor. Process 1 minute until smooth. Sprinkle gelatin over cold water in 
a small saucepan; let stand 1 minute. Cook over low heat, stirring until gelatin dissolves. Add gelatin mixture to 
pea mixture; process 30 seconds. Spoon into an oiled 9 inch round cakepan; cover and chill until firm. Unmold 
and sprinkle with parsley. Serve with pepper pieces. Yield about 4 cups. 
�
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January 2009
Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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December 08
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

February 09
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
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St. Mark's  
Episcopal 
Academy 
 

 
 
 

For more information, 
we invite you to visit 

our website: 
www.stmarksacademy.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

2008 has been a very busy year for us at the Academy and 2009 promises to be just 
as just as exciting. Some of the highlights of 2008 are as follows: 

·  Florida Council of Independent Schools and Florida Kindergarten Council 
fully accredits St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy for another five years  

·  Our students, once again, score in the top 12% of students in the nation on 
the nationally normed Stanford 10 Achievement Test 

·  Robotics teams are formed for students in grades 1-6 
·  Academy wins $5,000 in the Earning for Learning promotion held at the 

Merritt Square Mall 
·  First annual Church and Academy Fall Festival Hoedown and Chili Cook 

Off is held on our playground  
·  Our first school play performed by all Academy students, Five Golden 

Rings, is held on stage in Thursby Hall 
·  Second Annual Church Appreciation Luncheon is held in December 
·  Academy places second in the Cocoa/Rockledge Holiday Parade for our 

marching display of the Twelve Days of Christmas 
·  Annual Fund monies collected for 2007-2008 is $41,000; Annual Fund for 

2008-2009 kicks off in December 2008 

Mark your calendars for the following events you won’t want to miss: 

·  Open House, Saturday, January 24, 2009 from 1-2:30 PM 
·  Opening Night: Moroccan Nights annual gala at the Cocoa Civic Center, 

March 21st from 6-11 PM 
·  Science Fair, January 22, 2009 
·  Grandparent’s Day, February 13, 2009 
·  May Day/Field Day, May 1, 2009 
·  Graduation, May 22, 2009 

Our Open House on January 24th is a very important event for the Academy. In this 
time of economic uncertainty, our ability to retain and recruit students will be 
critical to the future health of the Academy. If you have relatives, friends, or 
neighbors that are at all interested in our school, please let me know. I would be 
happy to extend them a personal invitation. As always, I would like to encourage 
all church members to attend our Open House or schedule a tour. You are a key 
part of St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy – I encourage you to visit so that you can 
see for yourself what an amazing school we have! 

Finally, our Annual Fund drive has been kicked off, and we are hoping and praying 
for another successful campaign; our future depends on it. The support of the 
church is critical; last year 50% of the donors to the fund were church members. 
We are so grateful for your support because it is through your generosity that we 
exist. Whether you can give $10 or $10,000, please know that your donation is 
greatly appreciated. 

Happy New Year, dear friends. I hope it brings you great joy, health, and 
happiness.  

Joi M. Robertson 
Head of School 
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January 1, 2009 
New Year’s Day 
January 6, 2009 

Epiphany 
January 11, 2009 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 19, 2009 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 20, 2009 
Inauguration Day 
January 24, 2009 

Diocesan Convention 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


